IIO                           THE   KNIGHTS  TEMPLARS
the money for any purpose other than the relief of the Holy
Land. In Germany, Frederick Barbarossa levied a similar
tax for the Crusade which he was organising.
The Templars and Hospitallers in Europe did not,
however, wait for the kings to assemble armies before sending
assistance to their brethren in the East. From the houses of
both Orders, men were at once despatched to the Holy Land,
and many secular knights and commoners chose to accompany
these detachments of the military institutions rather than
remain until the royal armies were ready to set out. By the
summer of 1189, several thousand recruits from the West
had gathered at Tyre and put themselves under the command
of King Guy, He decided to make his assault on Acre with
this force and the remnant of the army of the Franks, and in
the first few days he almost succeeded in winning the city*
Owing to the Christians' kck of siege engines, however, the
Moslems were able to repulse the attacks on the port, and
the Franks settled down to a siege which lasted for two years
and proved one of the most remarkable in all history* At
one time three hundred thousand soldiers were gathered
outside the walls and a third of that number died in battle or
from wounds, disease, or famine.
Saladin recognised the importance of holding Acre and
hastened to the relief of the port with a large army* In
October the two forces met. The infidels broke before the
charge of the Westerners, who, forgetting all caution in their
eagerness for plunder, pressed on to the Moslem camp,
Saladin rallied his men and made a counter-attack on the
Christian camp, which was defended only by a few hundred
Templars, Gerard de Ridefort and his followers held the
infidels in check for an hour, by which t5me the impetuous
Latins had realised the danger and come to the support of
the defenders. By then, however, Gerard and half the
Templars had been killed.
Shortly afterwards Saladin withdrew and hostilities ceased